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sion and the expression of political ideals. This has
led to the formation of the Netherlands Union
(Nederlandsche Unie), which began in July 1940 and
is said to have attained the astonishing membership
of more than half a million. Tlie great majority of the
members of the Union seem to have joined it as a
demonstration of patriotic feeling, and in some of
their statements its leaders have stood out boldly
against germanization; but they have made mistakes
which savour of political inexperience, for instance, in
hoping to press on with social reforms during the
occupation, and some of their statements do not match
well with the parliamentary tradition. In a recent
broadcast the Queen expressed the true national view:
'It is not open to any doubt that our political order
will have to take into account the changed circum-
stances and the experiences of recent times. As soon
as possible after our liberation the first cuttings for
this will have to be planted.* But not till then.
Holland's Aims in the War
The neutrality which had given Holland a hundred
years of peace was destroyed by the Germans on the
loth of May, 1940. Germany had obtained such a
lead in armaments, especially in mechanized troops
and aircraft, that no Dutch armaments would have
been adequate to keep the invader out of the country.
The first purpose of the Dutch resistance is to win
back the freedom of the country, but Dutch war aims
are not confined to this one point. Although they
came into the war by an entirely different road from
ourselves, and although they are making their con-
tribution as a fully independent ally, not as a satellite
state, still they are fighting for the wider aim of the
Allies, a just and stable international order. As Lord
Halifax said in New York: 'It is not possible now to
draw detailed plans for the future "structure of the